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Yarra Valley & Dandenong Ranges  
 

Vineyards as far as the eye can see, cool climate gardens with spectacular reasons to visit all 

year; towering mountain ash forests that leave you breathless and a food and drink culture of 

international standard. Only one hour from Melbourne city and yet worlds away. Meet the makers 

and shake the hands of the local storytellers. Find Your Self face-to-face with unique Australian 

wildlife, wander in breathtaking bushland, historic gardens and orchards or feel your heart racing 

with an exhilarating outdoor adventure. Explore art, culture and heritage expressed in the region’s 

galleries, museums and open studios. In the Yarra Valley you can sip and watch small batch gin 

distilling, turn a corner and smell bread baking, wander a vineyard, taste their wares and finish the 

day over long lunches in dreamy winery restaurants. The Dandenong Ranges are an idyllic place 

for a short break with a wide variety of mountain retreats, lush forests, glorious Botanic gardens 

and the famous Puffing Billy Steam Railway. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
TOP ATTRACTIONS 

Healesville Sanctuary 
Authentic bushland setting full of all the cute and 
quirky Australian animals visitors want. Holding 
over 200 species of native wildlife, offering many 
unique experiences for guests to interact. Have a 
‘Close-Up Encounter’ with a cuddly koala, duck 
and dive at a ‘Spirits of the Sky’ display; wade with 
a platypus or ‘Pat and Play’ with a wombat. Nature 
experiences abound! 
 
Puffing Billy Steam Railway 
All aboard! This century-old steam train comes 
with a choice of dining cars or viewing seats all 
travelling a spectacular mountain path through 
panoramic rural villages, forests and majestic 
mountain gums. Australia’s premiere preserved 
steam railway. This is a true icon to experience. 
 
U-Pick Seasonal Trail 
We all love the sweet juiciness of a perfectly ripe 
peach. The explosion in our mouths as that 
delicious cherry or strawberry bursts with the first 
bite. It's a fact: fruit always tastes better in the 
sunshine eaten under the very tree it grew on. 
Take a tractor ride with Farmer Len at Rayner’s 
Orchard or indulge in all things cherry at Cherry 
Hill Orchard. 
 
Spectacular Gardens All Year  
Wander beneath staggeringly tall trees, view acres 
of blooming flowers or lose yourself in 
architecturally designed garden spaces. The Cool 
Climate Gardens Trail will satisfy every type of 
garden lover. Alowyn Gardens, Warratina 
Lavender Farm, Tesselaar Tulip Festival or our 
Blue Lotus Water Garden are just the beginning!   
 
 
 
 

Wineries 
From architectural statements to rustic tin sheds 
hidden among the vines, the Yarra Valley has a 
wonderful range of cellar doors, all reflecting the 
diversity of styles and approaches in this beautiful, 
cool-climate region, a stone's throw from 
Melbourne. 
 
Snap up new vintage cool-climate masterpieces 
from over 70 wineries around Healesville and the 
picturesque village of Marysville further north, to 
those tucked into the beautiful hill country around 
Nillumbik, Hurstbridge and Kangaroo Ground.  
 
Visit the cellar doors of stalwarts that continue to 
innovate like DeBortoli, Fergusson and Yering 
Station to newer favourites like Punt Road and 
Mandala Wines. 
 
Sample the grapes and marvel at the harmony of 
diverse soils, temperate weather, and the 
dedication of generations of vignerons in the 
pioneering region that kick-started Victoria's wine 
industry in 1838.  
 
Match the superb estate wines with a meal at a 
winery restaurant in the region that boasts multiple 
hatted chefs.  
 
Kokoda Memorial Walk (1000 Steps) 
March your way up the steep, 1000 step-climb of 
the Kokoda Walk and experience a tiny sense of 
the exhaustion felt by the Australian soldiers 
following the Kokoda Trail in Papua New Guinea in 
World War II. Observe the plaques depicting the 
lives of those who fought and died on the trail 
during the Kokoda campaign in 1942. Along the 
way see tree ferns, and manna gum and 
blackwood towards the top of the hill. This walk is 
not recommended for those with medical 
conditions that restrict physical activity. 
 
KEY EVENTS 

Hot Chocolate Festival  
August 
A mecca of all things sweet, The Yarra Valley 
Chocolaterie, is host to the annual Hot Chocolate 
Festival. Celebrating an all-time favourite winter 
warmer, the Hot Chocolate Festival will take the 
classic combination of chocolate and milk to hot 
new heights with 31 different flavours over 31 days 
in August. Crowd pleasers such as Chocolate 
Brownie, Nutella and Cookies & Cream are 
accompanied by amazing new flavours. 
 



 

 

Tesselaar Tulip Festival 
September-October 
For four weeks in spring, the Tesselaar Tulip 
Festival invites visitors to wander through fields of 
over half a million colourful tulips. Located in the 
Dandenong Ranges, the festival also features live 
entertainment, market stalls and food. 
 
Giro Della Donna 
November 
The Giro Della Donna is a cycling race that occurs 
in November each year between Warburton and 
Mt. Donna Buang. The race takes place over 
107kms of road with a climb of more than 2,700 
metres, making this a challenging race for all 
riders. Starting in the township of Warburton, 
Victoria and finishing at the top of Mt. Donna 
Buang, the Giro della Donna features one of the 
most spectacular cycling routes in Australia. 

 
 
PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

Touring routes 
To help visitors navigate their way around the 
region without missing a beat, several new trails 
have recently been launched: James Halliday 
Handpicked Yarra Valley Trail includes in sixteen 
wineries, the Coldstream Trail incorporates the 
area’s most popular attractions; while Cool Climate 
Gardens of the Dandenong Ranges features some 
of the region’s most stunning gardens. 
 
Yering Gorge Cottages 
Located in the heart of Melbourne's food and wine 
playground and within an hour of Melbourne, is 
TripAdvisor’s number one rated boutique 
accommodation in the Yarra Valley - Yering Gorge 
Cottages. Overlooking The Eastern Golf Club and 
nestled into the hillside, alongside the Yarra River, 
is Yering Gorge Cottages incorporates 13 self-
contained, luxuriously appointed, one, two and four 
bedroom cottages. 

Alchemy Distillers 
Located in Healesville of the Yarra Valley, 
Alchemy Distillers has brought new life to one of 
Victoria oldest wood fired bakeries. The venue is 
centred around the onsite distillery which focuses 
on exploring craft spirits in all forms but also offers 
a cocktail bar, food hall, retail and accommodation. 
 
Alowyn Gardens 
Alowyn Gardens provides an informative and 
educational experience for anyone interested not 
only in gardening, but also the enjoyment of a 
beautiful garden. It has been designed with shade 
and comfort in mind.The gardens have been 
developed into six distinct areas all leading from 
one magnificent 100-metre long wisteria and rose 
covered arbor. The total garden space takes up 
approximately 4 acres. 
 
Burnham Beeches 
Warm and rustic, the Piggery Café is 
unsurprisingly housed in a restored piggery and 
stables at Burnham Beeches, an Art Moderne 
mansion and estate in the Dandenong Ranges. 
The cafe serves sophisticated comfort food with 
sustainability slant. Produce is carefully sourced: 
free-range pork, line-caught seafood, Five Senses 
Coffee, veggies from the estate garden. Add 
Shannon Bennett for culinary clout and you've 
really got something to snout about. 
 
For more information on Yarra Valley and the 
Dandenong Ranges, visit 
www.visityarravalley.com.au and 
www.visitdandenongranges.com.au  
 

 
 

http://www.visityarravalley.com.au/
http://www.visitdandenongranges.com.au/

