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The Goldfields is blessed with forests and farmland, pristine rivers and historic villages, bustling 
with creative life, and bookended by the grand cities of Ballarat and Bendigo. Even the tiniest 
towns are characterised by impressive nineteenth-century architecture – a legacy of the great 
wealth unearthed by the world’s treasure hunters back in Victoria’s gold rush era. Today the 
region is famous for its local produce, restaurants, vineyards, vintage boutiques, attractions and 
art galleries. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
  



 

 

 
 
TOP ATTRACTIONS 

Sovereign Hill 
Australia’s foremost outdoor museum, Sovereign 
Hill re-creates the original township of Ballarat to 
show what life was like during the goldrush. During 
the decade after gold was first discovered in 1851, 
thousands of international adventurers rushed to 
the Australian goldfields in search of fortune. The 
excitement is brought to life with Sovereign Hill’s 
gold panning, gold pouring and township tours. 
 
The Art Gallery of Ballarat 
Australia’s oldest regional gallery with a 
remarkably comprehensive collection of Australian 
art. The heritage-listed Gallery building has 
evolved to accommodate the expanding collection 
and now includes a range of spaces from grand 
and elegant 19th century rooms to stunning 
contemporary additions. 
 
Bendigo Pottery 
Australia’s oldest pottery works, Bendigo Pottery 
has become an arts hub with seven resident 
artisans and a recently developed antique and 
collectables centre. Those keen to get their hands 
dirty can throw a clay pot themselves, while others 
can watch professional potters at work. 
 
Bendigo Art Gallery 
Bendigo is fast gaining a reputation as regional 
Victoria’s arts and culture capital, largely thanks to 
its gallery. The Bendigo Art Gallery is Australia’s 
largest regional gallery and frequently hosts 
coveted international collections, including Marilyn 
Monroe, Grace Kelly, Dior, Edith Head and a 
current exhibition on Marimekko.  It boasts an 
impressive permanent collection of Australian and 
International artworks. 
 
 
 

Bendigo Stadium 
Bendigo Stadium is the home of major events and 
entertainment for Bendigo and the surrounding 
region; we are home to the Spirit (WNBL) and 
Bendigo Braves (SEABL) basketball teams and 
hosted the basketball as part of the 2006 
Melbourne Olympics. Over 10,000 people visit 
them stadium each week for sport, leisure, 
functions and more. 
 
Mars Stadium Ballarat 
The new Mars Stadium Ballarat will enable the 
region to attract international events and become 
part of the regular AFL season thanks to a new 
‘home ground’ relationship developed with the 
Western Bulldogs. Mars Stadium is part of the 
Victorian Government’s $38.5 million investment in 
the Eureka Sports Precinct, which includes $9 
million for extra courts at the Wendouree Sports 
and Events Centre, $5 million for the Ballarat 
Showgrounds and $2.5 million for C E Brown 
Reserve. 
 
KEY EVENTS 

White Night  
March; September 
Regional cities of Ballarat (March) and Bendigo 
(September) will be transformed by White Night. 
Inspired by the international Nuit Blanche 
movement that began in Paris in 2002 and came 
to Australia as White Night Melbourne in 2013, 
White Night Ballarat and Bendigo are free, cultural 
events – the first of their kind in regional Australia. 
The cities will be reimagined and transformed 
under the ephemeral cloak of night. A night where 
the surreal seems real, White Night Ballarat and 
Bendigo are rare opportunities to experience the 
cities in a different light. 
 
Biennale of Australian Art (BOAA) 
September 
BOAA is the largest ever showcase of living 
Australian artists. In 2018, the Biennale in Ballarat 
will tell Australian stories; stories of our past, 
present and future, reflecting what it means to be 
Australian today. BOAA ART 2018 will have a 
strong Aboriginal focus, as well as celebrating 
multiculturalism. 
 
Bendigo Uncorked 
October 
Take in Bendigo Uncorked Week and enjoy the 
region’s wine and food in the historic landmarks of 
Bendigo. Crafted as a boutique experience for 



 

 

those who enjoy everything wine and food, this 
week offers exciting events to indulge your senses. 
 
Plate Up Ballarat 
May 
Plate Up Ballarat is a new and exciting month-long 
event celebrating Ballarat’s wonderful food 
offerings; craft beers, boutique wines and a whole 
lot more. Taking place throughout the month of 
May, Plate Up Ballarat will showcase local 
producers whilst also promoting successful and 
supportive connections between producers, 
restaurants and cafes. 
 
Castlemaine State Festival 
March 
The Castlemaine State Festival is a biennial ten-
day multi-arts celebration that draws on the 
distinctive culture of the central Victorian goldfields 
region. 
 
PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

Pub With Two Names 
The PWTN is an eccentric contemporary grill 
restaurant set in the historic bluestone building 
once known as the Royal Highlander Hotel in 
Ballarat. The pub has been transformed by the 
artistic mind of David and Yuge Bromley into a 
modern dining experience in an art-filled space 
that delights all sensors. 
 
The Woodhouse 
Specialising in premium wagyu and dry aged grass 
feed beef, regional meats and wood fired pizza, 
The Woodhouse Restaurant in Bendigo is both a 
local favourite and on the itinerary of travellers to 
the region. In the finest tradition of steakhouses 
around the globe, The Woodhouse use locally 
sourced meats and the very best in fresh, 
seasonal and regional produce. 
 
The Castlemaine Mill 
The Mill Castlemaine is a creative hub for foodies, 
art admirers and seekers of the collectable and 
curious. Located opposite the Botanical Gardens, 
the site which started as the Castlemaine Woollen 
Mill in 1875, has become a go-to zone for tourists 
and locals alike. 
 
The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 
The Great Stupa is the largest Buddhist monument 
in the western world, currently being constructed 
near Bendigo. It is the final home for the largest 
gem quality Jade Buddha in the world and is 

becoming popular as a major tourist attraction in 
Victoria. 
 
Underbar Restaurant 
Open Friday and Saturday evenings, Underbar is 
an intimate 12-seat restaurant in Ballarat that 
serves a seasonal chef's tasting menu, inspired by 
the season and surrounds. Reservations can only 
be booked online and released at 9.00am on the 
first of the month for the following month.  
 
Food Fossicking Tours 
Bendigo’s new Food Fossicking Tour highlights the 
city’s vibrant food culture. The walking tour 
provides participants with the opportunity to meet 
local food heroes, enjoy food and beverage 
tastings, hear stories from the producers and fill 
their foodie tour bag with local produce. 
 
Bress Wine, Cider and Produce 
Bress Wine, Cider and Produce is a multi-award-
winning winery, with luxury accommodation, 
weekend restaurant and art gallery space. Bress is 
nestled in Harcourt Valley with spectacular views 
of the granite outcrops of Mount Alexander and the 
surrounding foothills. The winery has been granted 
sustainable practices status, and offers a mix of 
products, including wine, cider, mineral water, 
accommodation, weekend restaurant and events 
across the year. 
 
Balgownie Estate 
Only 10 mins from Bendigo City Centre stands 
Balgownie Estate Winery, Retreat &Restaurant. 
Bendigo’s oldest winery offers an historic cellar 
door with an extensive wine tasting list, first-class 
restaurant and new glamping tents onsite. With 
breathtaking views of the 80-acre property, it’s an 
ideal place to spend time wining and dining. 
 
For more information on the Goldfields, visit 
www.visitmelbourne.com/Regions/goldfields 
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